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Artist Statement

Michael Beck
Born in Afula, Israel, 1989
Lives and creates in Herzliya.

Born in Afula in 1989, Michael Beck currently lives and creates in his studio in Herzliya. Beck holds
both a Bachelor's and Master's degree from the Art Department at Bezalel. He is a
multidisciplinary artist, primarily engaged in sculpture, ready-mades, drawing, and photography. In
his works, Beck aims to create a powerful emotional experience for the viewer and a deep
immersion in the space in which he creates.

Beck's creative process is the result of events in his personal life. Through visual imagery, he
attempts to reveal his perspective on these personal experiences. Therefore, his main reference is
with ready-mades, as they come with their own history, but he is not committed to any specific
material. The choice of material is made based on a specific experience he wishes to convey to the
viewer.

In 2019, Beck presented his graduate exhibition titled "Between Man and Place." The exhibition
required a high level of sensitivity from the viewer, lest it be interpreted as the artist's interest in
pure and calculated formalism. In fact, it is a lyrical work that appropriates familiar practices from
the art world for the sake of an intimate message that is the complete opposite of formalism; Beck
infuses the basic, chiseled, and polished form with childhood and adolescence that are far from
schematic. Viewing the work is an experience of a transforming poem in which Beck invites us to
find, together with him, points of grip, creating for us—and for himself—a place to dwell, a space
to wander.

In another exhibition in 2021, "Man Through String," Beck reveals the depth of his works through
the accompanying challenges of his life. Through the archetype of the home, Beck exposes the
process he undergoes throughout his life, in fact, from the dawn of his family's history—from
Morocco to his place of residence. The home is sublime to him, something difficult to aspire to
when one is constantly moving. The home, in its abstract form, characterizes Beck's body of work.
Sound clips that wander from window to door, and again to another window, were edited and
embedded in the works. Another piece in the space, an oil on linen technique, represents a sealed
window through which light rises and reveals itself through the surface of the paint. The collection
of works also engages in a dynamic dialogue between various string instruments: oud, bass guitar,
and acoustic guitar.
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Education
2015- 2019: BFA- Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem.

2019- 2021: MFA- Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem- Tel Aviv.

Awards

2016: Abert and Benatzi Jorgenson Award, Israel.

2017: Jerusalem Foundation Prize, Israel.

2017: New York Study Tour Prize, Eileen S. Cooper, New York.

2019: Lorraine and Mitchell Presser Award for Excellence in Painting.

Exhibitions

2017: "Components", The New Gallery at Tedi, Jerusalem. Curator: Yuval Avrahami.

2018: "The Collection 33-97", Bezalel Department of Fine Arts, Jerusalem. Curator: Vered Hadad.
2019: "Not Before 11", Beit Zioni America Gallery, Tel Aviv. Curator: Doron Polak.

2019: Hanina Gallery, Tel Aviv.

2019: Aroma Art Gallery, Jerusalem. Curator: Einav Baranes-Eliasov.

2019: "Between Man and Place", Bezalel Graduation Exhibition, Jerusalem. Curators: Maltz Peter
Yaakov, Gordon Irena.

2020: Special Edition Fresh Paint, Tel Aviv. Curators: Yafa Gorion, Raz Shapira.
2020: "Credit", Art Sale Exhibition for At-Risk Youth, Tel Aviv. Curators: Shulamit Nuss, Vera Filippov.

2021: "Man Through a String", Mixed Media, MFA Graduation Exhibition, Bezalel. Curator: Prof.
Dor Gaz.

2022: Project "Afula-Shore-Thirst"; Fantasy in Variety, Afula. Curator: Ouz Zaluf.

2024: "Tolman's- Fresh Paint" Integration of Artworks in Space and Exposure, Bnei Brak, Halhi
Street. Curators: Yafa Gorion, Raz Shapira.




